
MELLIS PARISH COUNCIL 
Ash Tree Farm Mellis Eye IP23 8EB  T: 01379 783432 E: mellisparishcouncil@gmail.com     Network Rail Anglia Level Crossing Proposals   By email to: anglialevelcrossings@networkrail.co.uk    26 September 2016     

Dear Sirs 
Re: Anglia Level Crossing Reduction Strategy – September 2016 
Having considered the proposals put forward in the Anglia LX September 2016 consultations Mellis 
Parish Council (the Council) would comment as follows: 
1. S18 Cowpasture Lane – proposal to downgrade from byway to bridleway. 

The Council would support the downgrade of this Public Right of Way from a Byway to a Bridleway 
but feels improvements are necessary to the existing access over the railway line to ensure the 
safety of horse riders and other users. 

2. S19 – Rectory Road – proposal to close the highway to public use but retain bridleway access 
and private agricultural access. 
Rectory Road is an unclassified minor road (single track) connecting Earlsford Road (east of the 
rail line) to the boundary of Mellis Common, west of the rail line. It currently affords access to four 
residential properties at its eastern end and, on the western side of the line, direct highway access 
into Rectory Farm yard and the agricultural business that operates from within that site.  The 
proposed construction of two sets of gates across the highway in the vicinity of the existing level 
crossing barriers would create a serious obstacle to the day to day activities of that business, which 
is an important part of the village and the rural economy.  It must also be noted that Rectory Road 
is the nearest available highway for access to the properties Rectory Farm Barn and Rectory Farm 
House that lie west of the line, gating the highway will impact on these residential properties. 

 
Without any clear details of the design, location and working arrangements of the proposed 
bridleway gates or private vehicular gates (described in the literature for S19) it is impossible to 
take a more informed view on how this will impact on access arrangements to the farm and 



  

residential properties situated on the western side of the level crossing and what the implications 
for pedestrians and horse riders will be.  
 
With the information currently available to it the Council has no alternative but to object strongly 
to the proposals for S19 Rectory Road. 

 
3. S20 Beecrofts – close 

The closure of the Beecrofts crossing will separate the existing residence from the main part of 
the business, the poultry sheds.  This would have a major impact on the day to day operation of 
that business, which again is an important part of the rural economy.  The Council notes the 
revised proposal to divert all Manor Farm traffic via Gislingham Road onto an unmetalled privately 
owned access track across Mellis Common (registered common land) connecting with Rectory 
Road and then into the rear of Manor Farm via a new access track, which will be created adjacent 
to the residential property “Breccles”.   
The Council is strongly opposed to these proposals for S20 Beecrofts on the following grounds: 
 The suitability of the existing unmetalled access track across Mellis Common for HGVs 

transporting live poultry to and from the site plus deliveries of bulk feed and fuel etc. 
 The suitability of Rectory Road to accommodate HGV traffic (40ft articulated lorries). 
 The suitability of the existing crossing to accommodate high sided, articulated HGVs given that 

various warning signs are already displayed, including a warning of a “risk of grounding”. 
 In the event of an emergency the proposed gating of the highway could lead to considerable 

delays in the owner reaching the poultry sheds and pose significant obstacles for the 
emergency services. 

 The proposals fail to address the issue of HGVs attempting to seek access to the site via 
Earlsford Road and any detail as to how this could be adequately mitigated. 

 The introduction of sizeable HGVs onto Rectory Road in addition to existing agricultural traffic 
will have a considerable impact on the residential amenity of the properties located in Rectory 
Road.  

 There is no footpath alongside Rectory Road for pedestrians and no passing places for 
vehicles/horse riders, which could result in conflict between users.   

 
4. S21 Abbotts -proposal to close. 

The Council would support the closure of this crossing on safety and accessibility grounds. 
 
5. Summary:  

The Council is extremely concerned with the following aspects of the latest consultation: 
 the level/lack of information supplied by Network Rail with regard to the proposals for S19 

and S20 in particular the possible sites for the two sets of proposed gates to be located on the 
highway in Rectory Road. 



  

 The lack of detail regarding the proposed bridleway access within the confines of highway 
close to the existing crossing and how this can be safely introduced. The literature for S19 
suggests the bridleway access will be gated.  The Network Rail representatives at Bacton 
suggested otherwise? 

 The potential for vehicle operators accessing Manor Farm to attempt access via other ungated 
minor roads into Rectory Road and the site rather than negotiate two sets of locked gates and 
the existing level crossing.   

 Following discussions between Council Members and Network Rail representatives at the 
Bacton event the seeming desire of Network Rail to place total responsibility for safe and 
proper operation of the additional gates across the highway on the authorised users and how 
this can reasonably be put into practice given the potential number of vehicle movements in 
and out of both Manor Farm and Rectory Farm during the course of the average working day.  

 
Yours faithfully 
Hilary Butler 
Cllr Hilary Butler 
Acting as Clerk to the Council 
 
Cc:    Cllr Jessica Fleming (SCC Hartismere Div) 
 Cllr Diana Kearsley (MSDC Gislingham Ward) 
 Jo Churchill (MP) 
 Kerry Allen – SCC Transport Planner 
 
 
 
 
 


